INTRIGUES

increased, no doubt, by Eulenburg's hostile interference, ex-
ceeded my expectations, although I was aware that the Em-
peror cherished an instinctive monarchical dislike to Ben-
nigsen and his late proceedings in Hanover. Although the
National Liberal party in Hanover, and the energy of their
leader before and after 1866, had greatly facilitated the 'as-
similation ' of Hanover, and the Emperor was quite as little
disposed as his father in 1805 to abandon this acquisition,
the princely instinct was sufficiently strong in him to make
him view with some inward disapproval such proceedings on
the part of a Hanoverian subject against the Guelf dynasty.
Among the number of current untrue myths belongs
the statement that I desired to 'squeeze the National
Liberals to the wall.' On the contrary, this is what these
gentlemen tried to do to me. The breach with the Con-
servatives, brought about by the whole slander episode of
the 'Reichsglocke' and 'Kreuzzeitung,' and by the result-
ing declaration of war, under the leadership of my discon-
tented former friend, Kleist-Retzow, together with the
jealous ill-will of my own class, the country Junkers, all
these losses, and the enmities at Court combined with
Catholic and feminine influences there, had tended to
weaken my supports outside the National Liberal party, so
that I could now only rely on the Emperor's personal
relations to me. The National Liberals did not use this
opportunity to strengthen our mutual relations by giving
me their support; but, on the contrary, attempted to take
me in tow against my will. With this object they entered
into relations with several of my colleagues; by help of
the ministers Friedenthal and Botho Eulenburg, the lat-
ter of whom possessed the ear of my vice-president, Count

Stolberg, official understandings were  entered   into, un-
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